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HON LYNN MacLAREN (South Metropolitan) [5.20 pm]: I want to briefly wish members happy Pride. We 
have a big march coming up on Saturday—actually, it is a parade; it is no longer a march. Last night here at 
Parliament, we celebrated Pride month in the Aboriginal People’s Gallery with about 60 members from the 
community. Pride is the annual event of LGBTIQ, which is the lesbian, gay, bisexual, transsexual, intersex, 
and—what did I leave out?—queer and questioning community. As members can guess, it is a very diverse 
community and it is very inclusive. Last night’s event here was also inclusive. In fact, it was a cross-party event. 
It was the second time we have celebrated Pride at Parliament House. It was co-hosted by me; the Minister for 
Mental Health, Hon Helen Morton; Hon Jacqui Boydell on behalf of the Nationals; and Hon Stephen Dawson, 
the shadow Minister for Mental Health. In addition, many other parliamentarians dropped in to say g’day and 
raise a glass, including ministers. It was delightful to see how well everybody got along. In fact, Mr President, 
the member for Vasse, Libby Mettam, was there—it was nice to see her—who the President knows well because 
she used to work in his office. Mike Nahan and the Minister for Police, Liza Harvey, were also there, and, of 
course, Lisa Baker, the member for Maylands, and Hon Alanna Clohesy, who is here tonight. Many other 
members dropped in; I think almost every single National Party member dropped by, with the exception of 
Hon Dave Grills, who probably did not get the message in time. There was a great feeling of comradery. Last 
night we had the delightful presence of US Consul General, Ms Cynthia Griffin, as one of our special guests. 
Two of her friends who were visiting from the United States, Ms Kim Mansaray and Ms Jenny Mauk, happened 
to be available to come along. They are both with the US Corporation for National Service, which is also known 
as AmeriCorps. In addition, my partner, Sarah Holt-Foreman, was there. I was to thank in particular my staffer 
Caroline Perks, who did quite a lot to make that happen. As anybody would know, there is quite a lot to do to 
hold an event in Parliament and she managed to do it very well and with ease. 
I think that this is an event that we can look forward to every year; I am hoping that we do it next year. It was 
quite successful, with one note; there were no notes. There was no music. Next year, it is our big challenge to 
hold it on a night when we can have some music. There was a plan to have a small acoustic band perform 
a special song that it had written regarding gay pride.  
We missed that opportunity due to the fact that the other place was still working late into the night and we could 
not disturb it. I hope that, working together, we can achieve that next year and perhaps have a big choir and some 
music. I hope that we can invite more members to join us. We did not get an opportunity to invite every member 
because we were on a budget but hopefully next time our budget can expand a little and we can be more 
inclusive.  

These Pride at Parliament events are wonderful opportunities to mix with the community. In addition to those 
special guests that I mentioned, the owner of Connections Nightclub, Tim Brown, joined us, along with 
Adam Bishop from ScreenWest, and Karron Swinn, Andrew Barker and Marcus Remta from Pride WA, who are 
enjoying the celebrations that they have been working on all year. Several members from GRAI—the 
organisation that looks into how LGBTI people are included in aged care and how aged-care facilities can 
adequately look after their needs—were there, including June Lowe, Sue McLeod and Wendy Bennett. We had 
Paul van Lieshout Hunt from RTR FM. Of course, we had a representative from the local gay press OUTinPerth, 
and the National Tertiary Education Union was represented by Beth Cole. We also had several people from the 
University of Western Australia representing the diversity group. There is no doubt that it was a successful 
evening. I appreciate the other members who joined me to co-host it. I look forward to future years when we can 
celebrate Pride at Parliament.  
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